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Introductio
}
A. What is this gulde about?

This gutde identifies certaln vesearch skills students need to become
{independent in gathering and presenting {nformation.

B, How is the guide used?

This guide presents a suggested continuum for schaol graffs. 1t con-
tains & sequential development of veseaxrch akills with sxamples of sctivicies
and rescurces. Howeyer, these activities and rgsources are not exhaustise.
Ideas from this guide may be uned by school ataff to plan curricula which
outlioes:

1. the skilles to be taunght.

2. the‘level at which skills should be stressed, and

1. the staff oember «r members to teach each akill.
B Bow ts the gutde organized?
©  This guide begins with a sequential development of research skills.
For wase of selrction, the content has been divided {nto two sectiona,
K-f, and 7-12. However, teachers ar any level may find useful activities

tir adapr to an/ prade.
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“Those whe lesarm to retvrieve and store
information without develaping the capacity
to discrisinate mnd choose that informatfon
say vell decome slaves to eecond-band, resdy-
made opinions.”

Dr. Kay E. Vandaxgrift, Columbia University

ke b begins with the first questiown.”



. Sequential Development of
Research Skills -

O

The Sequentfal Developmrat of Research Skills bar graph is a curriculum
planner wvhich may be useful in your school, It s orgsnized into five
sections~—orientaticn, audiovisual resources, card catalog, classificatiom
and arrangement, remearch and refcrence resources, snd rogearch writing
skills, Each section 1a further divided into skill categories that arec
overlapping and not  all-~inclusive. The baxs suggent where these skills

may be taught in the E~12 system.
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Preface

E-¢

Repsarcd skilln fatroduced at an aarly level are dullding Block~
thar can be strengthensd during subsequent yesrs. Stodwsts’ progress
sceoxding to indtvidual adilicien with the range of meetary skille
becomiag prograssively widesr. In the intermadiate grades, atudent
neads adould Ba sssessed to avoid wonacossary repetitiom. Thoas with
high levels of mustexy CaR soIve as tutors in peer tesching situstiona,

Soon after esrollnant, stedents should be formelly introduced to
tha Instrtiona’ Matarial Centex, the library steff and procedures
oxpecred. Xach TC has characteriscice and services to offer

students,

Middle School/Juaior Righ Scheol

Although basic iidrary use end beginning rescsrch skills bave
bren introdaced {n grades X~6, it should not ¢ ssmamed that thess
skills have been learned. This section eaphesizes reiaforcemsot of
skills. DN direitors and teschers shruld diagnose stndante’ needs
before taachiny s perticular akill and sastructisn should be adapted
to rhe seeds. TAfa could mesn eaploying aapects of the preceding
elsmentary school curricalum or afvancing to the high ~chool level.

12 School

A< students rsach high ochool, thay should he refining the skille

11
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already learved,. At this level they should ulaﬁ he independently
appiying their knowledge of TNC use and atudy skills ‘°é§¥l rheir
susignients in each subfect area. Reinforcement will still be necessary,
and IMC directors and teachers together atiil need to arilize elements

of thy elenfntnry and {utermediate schoul curriculs to asaute that all

students hnét lvarned basic study skills rvelated te library use,

\
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Section |: Elementary lLevel
Research Paper Activities

This sectior provides sixteen activities fucusing on the productiom
of 1 rescaxch papet.

Repore Writing Skills

Tan often when sked to write a report, children locate an
appropriate encyclopedia volume, sit down with pencil and paper, and
write "repotts . Fven when children use their own words in these
assignments, they are not learning bow to do a repori. To teach report
writiug. 4 teacher must not only ase'en a tapic but also help studests
devalop and apply the four bas'c <. ' of good veport writing: collect-
fug and retording information, note-iaking, using reference sources, and
arganizing nntes sor wriiing.

COLLECTING AND RROORDING-~Childres should be made aware that {nforma-
tii o moy he Ratheted from many sources other than books. They should also
he trtfmiuced to » variety of ways of recovding data snd {nformation. The
felloelig e tivities can be used to introduce thess skills to dtudents.

(hlbiren can survey each other to learn their favorite singers, tele-
wicnm progeans, ur foods: find out how everyone gets to school; what car
they'd choone it thev t:uul:& buy wune; ur whereto get the dest fast food, Other
aramuibr it ies inr lode baving studeats recovd thelr ohservations as they
wrgrrimen? with aomething: Which obfects float  and whichk do aor?  What
are the owhts tn Che RTowth cycle of newborn mice of the germination

psetiods of different seeds? They can measutre ohiects using nonstandard

3
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seasures ood compare their results with standard English measurea.

Children may wish to record information by grapbing data before
writing sbout it. This approach te iaformationsl writiag by recording
tirathand inf.rmation 1s an imporcant stey in getting children accustomed
to doing reporrts 1o their own words. Although the content of such record-
ing will vary from primary to middle-grade studenta becsuse of their
differing intereats, *he procesas {s the ssme. It s a critical firat
step in report writing.

NOTETAKING—Lesrning to take notes i{s the second important skill
favolved tn report writing. To encourage children to take ootes in their
own words from reference Sourceas, start with paragraphs of ifnformation
on lasre poater boards, chart boards, or trapsparencies. This way you
can cancsel how long they can see the paragraph. Cive children time to
tead it and then turn it over or turn the projector off. Ask the
children to write in theixr own words one sentence that tells what the
paragraph was about, You may give them r second look ar the paragraph to
get a name or detal. they missed. Next hiwe them share their seftences
with you. {omment on them: Which onaw are too imitative of the words
of the origiusl writer? Which are good ond for what reason? This takes
tioe and putlence becsuse taking notes involves abstracting and sumsariz-
tng informmathm-~horh complex cognitive tacks, [t is & difffcelt »kill
t WANLOT.

It may take 1 nuymb r of experfences before children can take notes
eonily, Thes may need group practice with paragraphs two or three times
a4 week for several weeks. To promote individual responsibility, use wore-
shestw with paragraphs typed obly on the left-haod half of the paper.

Have students fold the sheets in holf lengthwise so the paragraphs are on

16

14



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the lefr side and a blam: space ia om the right. The object of thiz
exerciue 18 to have students vread the first paragraph, turn the paper
over, and write thuir notes. (By now this muy be two or perhaps even
three meutences if the paragraph is long or has & great deal of inform—
arion.) !

After students have mastered the paragraph su-ixies. they should
he ready to use hooka, Scome may find they want o wark their place and
close the book whea writing notee; others may be sble to write in their
own words without dolong that.

USING REFERENCE SOQURCES—-Now children axe ready to concentrute <n
the thirdA hasic skill=using sevacal sources for informatiom. School
1ibrarians are often williug to pull some books on particular topics 1f
given advance notice. 1f possible, bring a book cart to your x:mu;
otherwine, arrange for callécen to use the books in the library. The
iastructional goal is to expose studenta to the rremendous variety of
tnformational booke available. Often thesc books are easier to read than
encycloped(an and have more tllustrations to clarify the conzepts. (of
courae, students will need to learo how to find their own informarional
booka independentiy, but the purpose here is o develop the ability to
{ntegrate several sources of (nformation om a topic. Learning to locate
informat {onal hooks should take place later.)

ORGANIZIRG NOTES FOR WRITING--Studenta should now be ready to saster
the fourth skill—organizing notes for writing., Having children take aotes
ote Avparate pleces of paper reminda them not to copy. Children go through
their papers at the end of the week aod cut off the bottom pleces that

ars Hlank. A manitor later cuts the pleces into blank note cards abaut

1727 X 3 midd puts thes ja & bax for thowe who reed them. Studenta

: 15



should be (nstructed to write only one idea on swch note rard,

After readfug and taking notes, studenls ahould pur a ome or two-
word label un each cavd, MNext, the note cards with the -m label are
clipped together and spread out on & large tahle oxr on the floor., The
atudents arrange them in the order they will use them when writing. The
labely on the uote cards, when arranged {n order, hecome the report
outline. %Now children can wark at their own desks or writing tables.
Thus, the outline serves an a asef .l tool for organizing {deas, not a
chore drne € please the teacher after the repuxt is written. Remind
hildren that 1 they have a few notes that don't seem to £it into the
rest of thelr plaa, they may be discarded. Not ecvery note taken ceeds
teo he used fa the repurt!

the fout baslc skflla of report wrl ‘ag are not evasily acquired,
But the proceduren outlined here have heen used by teachers who have

hat geewd tesulta ta the form of good repores.

¥-f Research Activities

Srudents will:

1. U-r the fvlephone directary te alphabetize.

2. iine up ar vou call their last nawse,

1. ite k *the card «atalog to understand spectal problems in
alptabeticing. (0t tnutance:  abbreviariosa, Me and Mac)

e levdate Yiction and non-fiction Looks. How are these sl lved?

o, Nete 3latings of freguently used Devey numhers: o

Vrampless  Falry tales 9K, ¢
It saurs 68
aports 794

Q 18
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6. Compare supermarket arvangewents to that of a library.
T! Be able to:

~find & £iction book about a coumtry.

~find & non-fiction book about that country.
~locate & map, globe, or atlas of thar ~ountry.
=locate & poem about that country,

~locate a fairy tale taking place in that coumtry.
=lise other materials avalladle from that country.

Intermediate Resenrch Activities

Activity to fncTease student knowledge of the Dewey Decimal
classification aystem.

Procedure: Divide the class {nto tem groups, nde Lo represent
esch of the main classes of the Dewey Classification,

Begln "Classtfication Clubs ". Each club i rasponsidble
for publicining booke in thair classiftcacion o the
other stodents. To do this, the stwlonts must be
femiltay with the various sudbjects fvcluded in their
catsgortes. Each clob determines the interesting topics
within their classificarion—¥hy it is important to know
this information, what does tha Information mdd to our
lives, ete. Promoting these clansifications can be done
with oral reports, posters, ads, or bulletin boards.
Note: You might sssign coe classification club to be
responsible for each of the nine school menthar—
eliminating the 000"s that incinde reference
works of a genexal type.
Fole Playing Activity
¥xorcises in Yole~playing can be ased to belp srudents understand
good conduct and courtesy im the JMC., After role-playing, the clans
discusecs topics much ss acceptable ve., unacceptable behavior and special
prohiems of the IMC directar.
Making Catalog Caxds
Students <an make the three different types of catalog cards (subject,

author, and title) for bovks which .ave been read to the clans or student writtem

13

ERIC 17

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E

O

books. {This activicy {s especially appropriste for a class or scheol that
"aublishes™ student writing hecause studenrs can make the three catalog
cards for their own books.)
Using Film strip/Casaette Media for Reporting Besearch

just as students often get their Lnformsrion from filmstrips and
cansetles, etudwnts csn use these mevila to stare their research. Filmstrips
and cesscttes can provide an excieing vehicle for reporting. FExtensive
pro—swiring activities, such as discussions and demonstrations on sequencing,
arganization, and oral/graphic expression must take place. This activiry
can al4u enhance students’ owarsness of commercial filsstrips and cassettes.

Yeu can s-nd for fiim atrip kits at the following addresses:

Make Your thwp Filastrips without a Caders

Media Kit far Teacher and Students

1477 Lake Thhoe Baok Co.

Scholastic Film Strip Kit
Scholast 1o Publishing (oo

of vou <an hHlesch the emulsion from ol film strips with one quarc of water
and one cup of chlorine bDleach, Unroll, totally submerge, and gently
agitate the film fur obout one ainute. Rinse and hang to dry, FKRach frame

3 [v]
pas four patrs of slotw. n i Score the frases hetween
G 9] ’
aQ
=3

every fourth slot. Draw

a on the filmstrip with persan-
ent Magic marker or wax ks —“J pencila. Dr> the oatlines
G w]

on one aide of the fllm and color on the back for effective results.
Students should have coples of the followlng pre-wriiing hand out to

plan their grapais and writtes work.

e yp—m = e — s e e s & . ———

sub e T ur Title Name

s T

r

14
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A variacion of stxip film-making is alide-making. Thia can de done
eastly and can be adaprad to differenc levelw,
1. Slides: primary grades

Materiale—paper raled with rectangles
34 ma wide hy 23w high and

pemctl,
Children draw pictures that accowpany atory or raport. Rua
pictures through therwofax onto transporencies, Cut snd put

toto slide fremes, Colcr with permanent sarkere.
Mumber slides. Write narratiom with sentences nusbered to

correspond with slides.

2. Sitdew: intermediate grades
Run rranspareocies ruled with rectsngles 4cm X Jem with
Jopm X 23em vectangles withis. Stwdents draw directly om
plastic traseparencics with permaneut merkers (Remove with
sicohol,) Cut snd mount in slide holders.

15
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Begloning Research Writing: An Exsmple

Use Volume £ of the Vorld Book Emcyclopedia and read the article
on ELEPHANTS. (You can reproduce this section to five each student a
copy.) Hawe students make a list of questions velating to elephancs.

(n }XS cards students write in their owa words the information about
aluphants they thisk is most important. Thase will be answers to quea-
tiona they made up after reading the article. Students should use a
code word or phrase on the top 0f each card, such as “elephant-body" ox
“2lephant-food," before writing tha informstion in their cwm words.
They should check to see {f they have answered sll che questions they
wanted to samar. (More advancad. studen's cen use multiple resources.)

Students can compare their questions and facts before writing
todividual Teports from the note cérds, arranging note carda in ovrder
which heat presents information. This is calisd organization. When
eacudents are using several scurces of tnformation, thry will ceed
guldance in combining and omitting note carde.

Chech the report for clear, complete sentences, punctuation, and
spelling. Hefore students turn papears in they should be made awnre of

standards, much as how many exrors are allowed if the paper is accepted,

Short Report

The encyclapedia format ts an effective way to organize and present
new information in a short repart.  Here are some sxer: {ses which may
be used to teach thia formac,

I. Studests may revise a short article from an encyclopedia on a
familtar topic nuch as goldfish, skarehoards, etc. The revision should
aut sri¥ includs {mportant information from the articlo but also other

tnformation from the studeots® experiences,

16
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2. Another possibtliity is the simplificarion of an encyclopedia
article. (Older children could parsphrase in simpler terms for a younger
auvdience.)

3. Studeate way sleo contrast and compare two encycleopedia articles
on the sawe topic. Thia will lead studeats to discover and resolve
discrepencies between the two articles,

6; Students could sdapt emcyclopedia material for other uses such
as childran'a non~ficrion pictaxe Looks, fictional diaries, puppet shows,

speeches, piays, quizses and brochures.

17

21



Section 1l: The Junior/Senior
High School Research Paper

In some wavs, explafuing how to write a research paver is simple:
1) Chovse the sublect,

1) Take notes.

1) Make an autline.

4) Wr' ¢ the paper.

%)  Arrange the footnotes.

&) Organlze the bidliography.

Fut as almple a6 this list ia, there arc vbviouuly suny, many waye to
40 abuut each of Thene tasks and wsnv, sany sways (o tesch the procedures
to students. This meceion containn sowe examples of curricula and sug~
gestfonn toc ansessing what students hagve lesrned. We have declded not
to Include examples of research papers or to discass such things as
format ing and specific rule~s for rtscafx:h papers as these are generslly

available o high schoal and college handbooks.

Determtning Grade {evel Requireeents

Mitugh thers s ne standard reﬂe‘arrh paper requirement in the
gehao la of Wisconain, many schoul svatems have by agreement among the
atatf arross seversl deportsents identified mintmm requirements for
ea B wrade level. An example of one such list Is included. We smphacize
that this {= an example from one school svetem, Each school er connor-

tium f Echonls should he encouraged to develop its own liet,

18
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Required Formats for Socte)l Studies and
English Regearch Papera

The following are gesaral wminimmm raquirements at cach grade lewvel.

th prude

10th_grade

1ith & 12¢h grades
-

Length af Paper

5~7 pages handuritten
}-4 pages typed

10-15 handwritten
-8 typed

10-19 pages typed

musder of Sources

Thres

Five

Eight

Types of Soarces

1 sagaxioe, 1 Book,
1 teterence (no more
than 1 encyclopedia
say be used)

Mixed sources, no
encys lopedia

Mined sources, no
encyclopedia

Topice

Teachar asaigned or
approved

Teacher assigoed or
approvad

Teacher approved

Ratfo of Coatent te
Seructure fn Fvalus—
tiom

1ish foc. Studies

struc~ A0T struc~
Lure ture
402 comtent 602 content

Same as 9th grade

40T structuxe
64X content

Intexrviava

None

—— e —

Option available
to students

At least one out-of-
school fnterview

ot cms et g

Appendin

nly tf wecessary for
clartficarion

Optional—~not to be
fncluded in the total
PaRE regquirement

Encouraged-not to be

10035 yBiH ‘urssodsln ‘UoIBLYPIK
~-93adeq yoapasay 103 riuemazinbay (eBluly

included £y the total

Page requircwent
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Saquired Forwats (coat.)

Footaotua, Bibliography,
Gaveral Format

Bacgle-Sovansman
{sea attached)

10th grade 11th & 12th gredec
Dang l e~-Boussmin Rang ! c~Boussnen, NLA

{aee attachet)

Styl. Sheet and
Turabian introduced

Typed or hendurirtem
on unlined papar

Sane as 9th gxade

Must be typed

Time allotaent
in class®

Approx. time from hegin-
to finish is 1 month,.
allowing 1 or 2 days per
weak in claess ox INC

Same an 9th grade

varies with class

Placament on Cslendar

20d semester in Social
Sendise—apeliing,
gramuar emphasized in
lst sespater English

2nd or ath gquarter
in Intermediate
compoaition

VYaries with class

Ponsassion of Papers

Teachara vetafin
all paperw

Teachers Tetain
all papers

24
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Exsmples of reaocurces used in teaching students how to locate information.

The following materiala have been found useful by teschers and
i{brarians to aasis¢ students in learnfag *v to look for informstiom.
Exhibit A, takes from Curremt Media, suggests scam basic resources thar
atudenta should comsidwr. Exhibit B3, from the Niddieton Schocls, ia
a work shewt used for teaching studeats adout the cootents of ome fnfor-
sation refereace mource, the Resder’s Guide. Exhib.t C i an example

of a worksheet used for teaching students about the card catalogue.

1
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6.

Exhibir A

b
Bow to Get tbe Factal
Take tins and be curioss..
Encyclopedins
Use fox geneval inforwation.
Booka :
The tshle of contante talls what each chapter 1s shout.
The 5% tslls you what peopls and places are ment fonad
on which pages.
Haganioes

To find articles on your aubject, wse the Besders' Guide
to Puriodical Litevate->. Articles ate linted under suthor
and subject headings.

NevepapeTe
Use Induxes, Subjects avs listed alphabetically.
Facts on Fils
This is a world newm digest used for curremt events.
information is summsrised in four cataguries:
World Affaire
U.S. Afairs
ther Rations
Niscellansous
Pamph.et Fileam
Theae contain printed matexials put out by {nforsation
sexyices and government agencios on wubject of interest
to the gemaral peblic.
People
Use personal interviews to find out:
Who
What
Yhen
iy
Where
Telephone
The telsphone .cmpany hae & series of recorded tapes om &
vartety of sublecte. Call the opsrator for information.
(Current Media, Novesber 1980, pp. 14-15)
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Readerc's Guide used {a Class Dure

Exhidic B
Reader's Guide dxercise $-12

-

Yol v

b.

Articles indexed incleded dates from te

A.
Y

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The Reader's Guide uses varioua sbbreviations to save space. Fill
in the complete title of the magazine for each abbraviation listed.

1. Bus W ox Bene W

2. Kat Geog
3. Fop Bech
&, Zch Arte
5. Sei N
6. c.s. m o
——
¥111 1n the complete word for esch word abbrevisted below:
1. A& 0. +
8, comd - 11. pud .
9, wt 12. 4 )

Reader's Guide also pmtdu a list of the periodicals it indexes.
Please refer to this list and ansver yes or no 1f the guide containe

an infex to srticles in the followings

1. Ebony 4. _m;m N
2. Jack and J$11 L PO

3. HNew York Times Magaxine &. 'l‘athy'n Health

According to the info:mation given on your tour of the INC, how cas
you dutermine 1f our library subscribes to a certain minﬂ

Reader's Guide entries are mada by both ssbiect and author.

Pleans flud an entry by any author named Swith, Write cut the entire
entry on the lines below, NO ARBREVIATIONS!! Lis: the page nussherx
on which you found this entry.

{ leame {ind an entry on the subject Race (tracke, relationa, carvs,

etc,) Write jut the entire entry. B0 B0 AMMLEVIATIONS!! List the
page wmber on which you found this eorsry.
How many catries were there by suchore named Swith? Bow cen you

tell vhen one edtry ends and the next begina{

- ——————

Row many different topics were there umder the subject race?
t.1ut them below:

= m——— s ——

Middiston MU n.d.
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Exhibit C

Cayd Catalogwe Worksheet
Name

The card catalogus is the Basic guide to the library. It is a collection
of cards listing every hook tha 1idrary swms. What octher sources are
to be found in the card catalogue?

As you know, thers may be thrse cards for every source. They are:
l.
2.
3.

Below is a group of cards from a typical card catalogue file. From
the iuformatSon giver on them, answer the questions 11sted below the
cards: *

§C,
240.54 STORIRS
sC Hﬁ:dar. Stephen Warrem, 1892~
Scote, Rohext Leu, 1908— Whalar 'round the Horn;
Flying Tigers wn.,z) Illus. by Bdward Shanton.
Doubleday, 1959, Harcourt, 1930.
285 p. 224 p. {1llue.

::1 Shoemaker's San ::%Mrn:n to Etiquette
Anderseu-Surnett, Nrs. Barber, Edith Michael, 1892~
Constance, 1819-189) - W) Shortout to Etiquerte; with
Shosmabar's Son; the iife draviogs by Moug Anderson.
of Bans Christisc Anderasn. Sterling, 19%).

313 p, 1llua. 125 p. illus.

for card | answer: 1. Whar doas the date 1908 represanc?
2. Woat is the title of cthe book?
3. What is the publishing coapany?
for corc 2 answer: 1. Vhat does the date 1930 represent !
2. What 414 Shenton comtribute to the book?
3. What kind of caxrd is #2?
For card ) anawer: 1. WVhat kind of book ia thia?
2. Who is the antbor?
3. W¥hat does tha nomber 313 reprassat?
For cua:d ¢ snswer: 1. What fs the call nosber of this book?
2. Vaat doss the date 1892 represant?
3. VWhy is there no date following 18977

—————r——r

Using the reverse side of this sheet, make on author card for ame of
the hooks you have with you iR class. Inclmir all information that is
avatlable to you.

Middleton IMC n.d.
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Beginning the Rescarch Paper

As in all wririog, thera is no saingle way to begin a research paper,
nex ia there any list of topica that are any wmore muitable than any ather.
Hulen Mills in her vork Commasding Esssys bas provided same advice that
can be shered wvith students sdout hegimning the ressarch paper.

Students should select a topic they like to write about so that
they can do thefr resesarch with enthugisasm and experience a feeling
of discovery. If the topic smst be assigned, tell studenis to
chovse poue aspact of it that they like or that they underatand
well, The resder ahould de kept ia mind as the student writes the
rasesrch paper. Just as thay wenmt to sajoy learning {rom thefr
roamearch, their veaders should be able to enjoy the information
presented in their papers. A highly technical study mey juet
confuse a reader who lacks the backgrousd needed to understand it.
On the other hand, few remdexs want to wsate time reading nothing
but facts they alresdy konow snd opimicas they have already bheard.
Thus & well-chosan topic should be intercaring both to you amd to
your raadars. %

Tell students Lo choose a topic that cen be researched. Topics
to avotd are thoss hased solely omn perscusl experiencs, those
which Arve only a single source of tnformation, or thoee for which
tirtle spacific {aformation can be foumd, It they were to try to
prove, for sxsaple, that chocolats ice cremm tantes beqter than &
thick, juicy steak, they probably wouid have probless becsuse they
would be expresaing opinions vhich wonld be difficult to support.
1f, howsver, they ware to discews tha matritional value of these
and other foods, they would be able to locats a large mmber of
Lroks and articles with ssable datatla.

{Adspted fxom Mills, Nelen, Comsanding Rssays, 1977.)

Decidtng on what toepic to write should De a lengthy brainstorming
part of the pre-writing process. Studenta ahould list, discusas, question
earh uther, clarify and narrow their topics during chin process. We
bave fncluded here 8 1ist of toptes hrafinsrormed by one group illustra-

tive auly of the range of tapics which can de considered.

Some topies to conalder

Planets Ueath penaleiy
Public ve, Private schuale Jolm F. Lennedy
Abortion Ozone layer
Skiting Collage 1tfe rvoday
(lothes stvies Roraes
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Vacation saitea in Wisconsin Cancer

Junk Food Obesity

Priece Facilitlies Cr'‘me in big cities
Death QOverpopulation

Ay Force Teensge pragasncy
Callectora and Colleciablas femote control airplanes
Right 1o dte Running

ERA fot aixr balloons
Nieticlan Olympice

Dreans Astrology

Causes of deach farenting

Puture Space PFrogram Warfare and wespoos
Babe Ruth Disbeten

Nuclear Energy Rashville

Nalt Disney The Depreasion
Charles Schaltr Rarthquakes

Solax Power Jury System

Drug uasage Censorship
Reincarnat ion Conmervat'rn

Cules Test tube babies
The Klan Dog fighting
Consumer e Computers

Caceexs Dosms syndrome

Flectronic games
Space Shuttle
Rubic's Cubde
Driankieg

Nental Retardation
Survival {n Antartica
Aviation

Divorce

Obvioualy all of the topice and subjects listed adove are too broad
to he covered effectively in a Tesearch payet. Once the general topic
atea has been decided upom, the next task is to brisg it into & oaxrower
focus. Ask studests to sonmider what poimt they want to make sbout the
subject or what they hope to lesrn sbout it? As a preliminary step to
the sctual vesearch of the narrow topic, some genersl, quick reading of
thedr toplow should be done. A good source for this type of skimaing
fs the encyclopedfa. Even though it wmay not be weed directly in the
rescatah of the papers, the encyclopedia may be used to give sume back-

ground knfurieat lon and 1deas to begin research.

velopling note taking and bibltegraphic skills.
Earlier in this guide, we suggested sone basic wuys to jet ntudents

to tahe notes. Thege skilla need to be recmphasized at the middle/ juntor/senior
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high achool level.

Students sbhould be given clear directions for preparing

didliographic carda for both dooks and pertodic s,

A d1bliography card should be prepared for each scurce used,

Notwes should de written om separate cards keyed to the hibliography card.

Ouly one note or idea should ba included on any caxd. Many young ressarch-

ars write too many notes om cue card and consequently find the cavds less

than uaeful in organizing the actual paper they intend to write. Ve

recommend that students be requested to organize their notes in this

wvay even tf they are waing only two sowrces.

Stodents sust slso leam the procedures

for making hibliography

entrien on the cards and the procedures for organizing the bibliography

for the paper.

exe¥cine developed by one achool scaff.

We have incluied as Exhibit D en exsmple of a bibliography

Thie ezercise is to be uaed

following imetruction on the specific Bibliography style{s) agreed

spon by the achool ataff.

Exhibie D

Sibliagraphy Ixercise

Put each part of the following in correct order with perfoct punctua-

tion.

Alphabetize all entries as they would appear {n a cowmpleted hibliography.
{Books, magarines, pmmphlets, and newspaper articles have been underlined
ar put {a quotation marks to belp you identify the psrts.)

Richard Wright C.
Black Bay

Barper and Row

1945

New York

¥iltltam Strank D,
E. 5. A\tre

The Elemeuts of Style

Tornato, Canads

Macwmillan

1959

27

Rodert S. Geld, Editor
Point of Departure
New York

Dell

1967

Dover J,. ¥ilson

“The Theater™

Life in Shakespeare's England
Middiesax, England

Penguin

1968

op. 197-237
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E. Garry Willa §. "Sarah Lawwence College”
“The Impeachment Man® Colltier's Encyclopaedia
Arlantic Momchly Yol. 20
Vel. 213 1968
May, 1974 p. 427
pp- 79-84

1. "Making the Moat of your Susmer”

F. “Opem Sectet” Chi Tribune
Newsweek June 1%, 1977
VoI, XXT . p. 5
Jan, 11, 1941 N
Pp. 62-63 i J. John Justin Smith

"Seeking the Trail of Man"

Chicago Dlll; News
April 13, 1979

G. Anthony Baines

"Bagpipen”

Encyclopaedia ﬂrlux*_i_cg Sac. 2

Vol.2 ) P. 19-20

1968 :

tp. 103637 (utddleton High School, 1981)

Bibliography! Exercises—Answer Sheat (English)
pLs," Eacyclopsedis Britanaica, 1968 ed., val. 2,

Saines, Authony, “Bagpi
pp. 1036-37, }

Gold, Rohert §., ed., Poigt of Depertuge, New York, Dell, 1967.
“Making the Most of Your Susmer,” Chicago Tridume, June 15, 1977, p. 36.
“Open Secrer," Newsweek, vol, XXI, Jan 11, 1943, pp. 62-63.

"Sarah Lawrence College,” Collier's Facyclopasdis, 1968 ed., vol 20,
p. 427,

Smirh, John Justin, “Seehing the Trail of Man,” Chicage Doily News,
Aprl 13, 1979, Sec. 2, pp. 19-20.

Strunk, Willtam, and Vhite, E. 8., The Elements of Style, Toronto, Canads,
Macmillan, 1959,

Wilin, Garty, "The Impeachment Man,” Atlantic Monthly, vol. 233, May,
1974, pp. 79-84,

Wilson, Dover J., "The Theater,” Life In Shakespeare'’s fngland, Hiddlesex,
England, Penguin, 1968, pp. 197-237.

wright, Richard, Bla-k Boy, New York, Harper and Row, 1945.
{Middleton Migh School, 1981)

tvaluatlon of Resvarch Papers

Although direct response to the (ontent and format of the research

28

32

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



paper i3 the mont useful, teachers and students both have appreciated

. being able to refer ta some guide which shows the relative value that
the scheol staff 1s placing on the form and content of the research paper
and the procedures awed in developing it. Ue have ilocluded two examples.
Exhibit E shows the evaluation acheme umed in an intermediate composition
course to svaluate the final prodact. Exhibic F shmil the evaluation
scheme used in a social studies courme to gvaluate both the procedures
and final product. There is nothing magical in the point system
deviasd except that it does provide some clarity. This clarity can omly
be schieved If all schaool staff have had the opportunity to develop some
consistency in evalusting through training ir one evaluation scheme or
snothexr. (Many teachers bave found 1t useful for themselves to have the
total staff svaluate a small sample of papers and then to compare these
ratings of student papers with the ratings given by colleagues.)

Exhibit E

Resvarch Faper fvaluation: Intermediste Compositiom

Your paper will be evaluvated on the basis of 100 points. The
following in & list of the criteris for grading.

Record of Polats

Required Item Possible Points Points Earned
Fors
Table of Comtenta/Ourifine 10
Foutuuten i0 .
Bihliography 10 e
Spelling 10 e
Punctuation 1G e
Unage 5
Margins/General Appesrance 5 e e e
29
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Transitions
Thevia Statmunt
Reliabilicy snd Crediting
Axhibic ¥
Topic and Theais
fough Outliine
Rough Bdbliagraphy
Pioal Owtline
Note Cavda
Tical Project
Table of Contenta
Tootnotes
fpa
Caneral
o

1.
2.
:
4,
3.
6.




Content
Thaeis
togical Yiow of Paper
Sslevance of Comteat

Cradibilicy/Reliabiltcy
of Scurces

Couclasion Sased on
Resqarch Related to Theais

35
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What Writing Skills Are Wisconsin
Colleges Looking For?

Teaching our studimts to writs wifted, cobereat, clear prose is
important not oaly for the work they do in school but for the worxk they
wust do 1n college aod in many joba that they aspire to vhem they finish
Aigh school or college., We thowght it might ba useful twmre to include
two statements about writing from the perspective of rollege faculty
about the importance of writing skills and sbout the relstionship of
writing to academic success in collaege.

The University of Wisconaio-Nadinon's High School-Univeraity
Curriculum Listson Committee snd the Office of New Stedeat Services

: sablished 1o 1979 & rescurce memsal celled Preperation for Collegs.'
The manual {ncludes many suggestions snd exasples sdout appropriate
pceparation for collage. It includes informarien shout all skill arves
including reeding, mathematics, aad writieg.

We have excerpted, with pormission, two statements on writing
that esphasize the vasearch/writing skills that students need. The first
wratement describss writing skills in the humenities; the second state~
ment 1ists the abilities needed by stodents in the social sciences and
providen au exsapla of fbe critical reading snd researchiwcitiog skills
required in so introductory psychology coursa. Thess sxgmples should be
of psrticular interest to your studcuts who are i{ntending to continue

their schooling beyomd Grade 12,

lcopias are availsble from tha 0ffice of Rew Student Services,
Untveratty of Wisconsin-Madison, 331 Borth Murray Strest, Mesdison, Wiscoosia,
53706,
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Writing Skills fn the Bumndities

As usefu) as training in machematics 18 to scademic succesg in
the humsnities, it pules in comparison to the absclute nccessity
for rigorous training in wricing skills.

While che abilicy to write eccaptable pross is important to all
areas of study ar the University, it is «epecfally faportant in the
umanicien, for the very basic ressom that the primsry—virtually
the exclusive—vehicle for commmicating one's knowledge in the
bumanicties 1is satural language. One can work out a formula in phyafcs
or ar equation in mathematics without relying on prose. But one
caanot criticiee a pice of litsxaturse, explain the meaning of a
work of art, sxplicate the origine of slavery, or sisces & system
of phtlosophy without resorting to prose. - Nor can oke msater the
ingricacien of a foreign lasguage unless one is faailiar with the
grmmatical and syntactical workings of ces'e own language. Interver-
tngly, well-developed writing skills are perhaps most fmportant in
those sreas of the humanities whovre ome might expect them to be
lemst importents in the study of art (espactially art history), music,

- filn, snd televigion: Why?! Becewas studenta 1n these areas must
be able ro trananlate into clesr werbal asalysis perceptions end
concepts that are essentially ¥ or suyal in nature. This is
difficult to do well, as yearw resvarch have showm, and often
posen a formidable bavrrisr to students.

Students in the menitice face essentiaclly two types of writing
taska. The first is that of wtating cwe's Imowledge and ideas
briafly, comcisely, and aconomically, and is comfromted in virtually
all sxaminations. The secend 1a thet of develaping and expresaing

. one"s thoughts in greater detail and at great length. This task
is confronted whenever students write rapers, research reparts, or
take-home rxaminations-—in some elamentary courses, in many inter—
nediate coursen, and in all adweoced courses., It fa mot surprising,
therefors, 1o find an alwmost direct correlation in the hwmaonivies
betwean studeptn’ ability to writa unified, cobevent, clear srose
and their academic succemns.

Handicaps to writing akills msy be so sericus as to prevent 2
student from complet_ng a degree progiam; they imevitably contri-
bute to lower grade-point averages and reduce a student's chances
of getting iste Eraduste school, ss well as 1taie the choice of
positions o private industry. . . .

Overall, study i{n the Ixmanitice seeks to develop critfcal
thinking. [t s, of course, necessary that students cosprehend and
accosulate fnformation—co lears "fscts™——chat it is possible to
odtatin @ degree without goisg sach beyond chie. Mut for stuwdents
vho ampire to emcel, 1t 18 mecessary to go Deyond learnfeg the
“facts” and to Sevalap the shility te thin¥ critically. This is
a0 hecauss the bulk of srudy 4n the humanicies is devoted to the
snalysis of a creative work—whsther a filn, 2 poew, & painting,

a political pamphlet, s syapbowy, a speech, a play, a novel, a
acholarly book pr emasy. Too aften stedents are unable to go
beyond stating, "1 like £t," or "1 dom’t 1ike it ". Bur such state-
ments are of little value unless stwdente can axplain why they like
or disnlike something by roferring divectly snd precissaly to the work

3
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tn question, by mershalling evidemce to support their fudgeent, and
by communicating that judgmemt clesxly and pracisely.
(Prepaxation fox Colless. pp 14-13.)

Social Studies

Hothing that concerss the far-ranging activitias of human beiags
1a outside the scope of social atudies. The more than 30 schools
sced dapartmants of the University of Wisconsin-Madiecn, conmiderad
a part of thae division of the wocial studies, explore evarything
from the family relatiosship of South See islanders to the Inter-
aational Monetary Fomd; frem the amnagement of a farser's woodlot
to teaching a roomfel of restless five-year—alds. At first glance,
philosophy may esam to aave little im comwoa with forestry, or
political sclence with dence, of journalism with geography. All
thase disciplines, bowevar, share a Basic concern with the systematic
study of human batngs: the way we thisk and feel, the way we sct
and interact, the social inetitutions we create aud what we do with
these inatitutioss, The focus hers on systemaetic study is important
whethay the partfculay social studies course is in hatory, govern-
ment, scosomics, civice, busimess, sociology, geography, anthropelogy.
or any one of the wamy others listed in the Resource Manual; the
tools cne nowds to study and learn within sach discipline are specific
yet {nterrelated. They are wnique becsuss thay combine the skilis &
msaniet uses to read, chink, anslyss, sad commmicete with the
scientific skilla need for proposing and perhaps testing possidle
new explanations or solations to humsnistic probleme and/or 1itfe
situationn,

Thus, in exploiing this enormowe renge of subjects, students
and scholars in the secial studiag are unique in that they need to
combine the ncientist's accuracy sof precisfon in observation with
the equally importamt descriptive arnd cosmunicatfion skills ewployed
inteastvely tu the collection, the ssalysin, and the reporting of
banic data.

Specifically, social stwites at the university level require:

~-=the ability to thisk logically and snalyticallyy

~~the ability to uvse the basic tools of mathematica, including

statistice;:

—~the sbility to listen, and to rerord accurstely what is heard;

-~the adilfity to read with cosprebension—and reasonably gquickly;

~=the ability to write corvectly and clearly;

~-the ability to communicate orally.

It ts somstimes d4fficule to visualize in advance how much mathe-
matical sxd comsonicacions skills oow will need in ordar to handle
vollege subjecta. This ia probably particularly txue when students
expect to concentrate on subjeces that, on the surface, sets to have
little to 4o with writing, ox speaking, of mantpalating mmbers.
After all, it is for fTom cdvious that a freshmsn dsnce major wiil
be expected to write a clear sxplasation of how to control meurommie-
cular hypertemsion, or that & would-be journalist must use algebraic
formalaas in planning &n opinion servey.

Whichever discipline of the social studies students enter, they
will quickly {ind that they must mot anly master the ssbject by
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study dut demonatrate mastery by carxying out investigsti-ns fato
some ampect of the subject area, Library skills sre essentcial
hare as well as the previcualy seatfioned social sciesce akilla.
For example, sn iutroductory psychology course requirement is &
short paper demonstrating a critical reading of two or three
articles on one topic. The following guestions are provided the
students as guidslines in ruading the articles critically:

1.

2.

Aathors both make claime and supply evidence, Do you
agree that the iafarences sade by the suthors arc justified
on the basis of the evidence they preseated?

Is the wvidence corralationsl ia nature or csn one juscify
sening one of the varisbles as & “cause”?

Can the sutbors gesaralise from their ssaple to the popula-
tion of interest?

Are there plausible altexnative sxplanstions for the data?
Ratice how the suthors operationalize the factors—does
their eapetimant leave behind the ort*lml quost {an?

Are there appropriate controle?

If there tz contradictory evideace, see if you can figure
out why such contradiction exinta; as a firsc step, nsee if
the twa suthors or sata of muthors sperationslise the same
terms differently.

Once you fintshed your critical reading, you muat write the
paper. Ove way to do that is to determine what conclustions
you feax]l are justified on the bamis of all t'¢ papers to—
aether. Thewm you should state your conclusions snd support
them, referring at all tines tv specific pofnts made in the
articies. You muet aleo note problems, contradictions, or
qualiffcations that sexve to limft your conciunions. Your
paper should be very specific tn both (es claime sod tha
svidsnce you provide; the paper should he closely tied to
the readings that you use, If you do mut use formal four~
netes, ynu must refar to the study by suthor(s) and date.
Please do sot make statements without support; aclence
writing is oeant to inform.

If vou think thar the svidenie in the papers {s foconclusive,
decide wvhat evidence would coavioce you and design an experi-
miént tu obtain ft. Then state the problem,support Your
tnabllity to come to a conClasion, snd state your experiment
and whv you think 1t would provide rlear evideacs foyu

Pt HLB YT 19

For th. paychology course, 2 short paper is defined as 5 to 10

page~.

Thut 1t 16 «1sa3r that 4n order for students to apeak te the

abave nuestlons adequately, they nred the ability to write comcisely.
This ski1ll fg one mentioned over and over agatin by sor “al studies
facuity af tWeMadtaan,

(Preparation for College, pp 15-16.)
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The ¥isconain Writing Project is an affert by school
teachers, college faculty, asd curricnlum specialista
to improve tha teaching of wriring at all levale of
education, The Project ia fumded Dy the University
of Viscooain-Nadiscm, the University of Wiscomsin
BExtession, the Wiscongin Ioprevesent Pragram, ami the
Rational Radowmant for the Momsaitieas (cthrough the
Untversity of California, Burksley). The views
expreswed in this guide do tot wecsasarily represent
the views of the sbove namad argenizations,

individuale desiring information
cancearaing the Wiasconsin Iritlng
Project should write tos

Wisconsin Nriting Project
55¢ Teacher Education lundins
University of Wisconsin
22% Borth Mills Strest
Madfson, Watonsin 53706

(#08) 2621-4660
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